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territorial extension or any wish to interfere in the concerns of its neighbours. The world's peace depended on the European balance of power being preserved. The excessive increase of Russian or German strength could not but eventually prove fatal to equilibrium and to tranquillity. As regards Germany too, it must be remembered that the remodelling, if not the disappearance, of the Empire itself was a contingency that events might easily precipitate. For Holland to interfere with any French strategical movements because they seemed to threaten her borders, must make France her enemy instead of, as at present, her friend ; it must also involve the downfall of the House of Orange. Then had the English Government weighed the cost at home of a collision with the National Assembly abroad ? Ireland cordially detested the British connection ; she would welcome her French deliverer with open arms. On the other hand Chauvelin was to insist upon the advantages to England of an alliance with France. The first of England's interests was of course material. Good : supposing Spain to yield to the temptation of joining the Empire, instead of the country from which she was separated by the Pyrenees, what more easy than for England, France, and England's kinsfolk across the Atlantic to divide amongst themselves the spoils of Spanish trade in all quarters of the world? The modest cost to England of the boons a generous France waited to confer would be that already suggested by Talleyrand, a British guarantee of a few millions' loan, against which the West Indian island of Tobago would be held by the Government of George III. Talleyrand himself was now, nominally as private
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